


*

*’1”1’*

***
*
*
*

*

* * * Institut fir inter-nationale Bildungs- und
Arbeitsmarktprojekte

Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects

expressions and impressions

page 2



*

***

*
*
*
*
*
* *
* *
* Yo Yk Institut fir inter-nationale Bildungs- und
Arbeitsmarktprojekte
Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects

$ %&

expressions and impressions

page 3



***

*’1"1';1.

- *
*
*
ek Feer e o
Index:
1. POLAND - BOIE «.oroeeeeseoeeee e eees e e eeee e eeeee e eeee e 5
2. SPAIN — MANCOMUNIDAD DEL SURESTE «..ooooso oo oeooooeoeeee oo 19
3. SPAIN = PROBENS .o eeooo oo oo oo 30
4. GERMANY — PRAXIS GMBH ...ooorserooeosoeeoeees s oo eees e 36
B, FRANGE « ADCAVL c.oooo e eeooo oo eeeeseeee oo 48
B, RESUME . ..oosso o eeosseeeee e eeee oo e oo eeeee oo eeee oo 62




***

*
* x
* *
* *
*

* * * Institut fir inter-nationale Bildungs- und
Arbeitsmarktprojekte

Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects

1. POLAND - BOIE

1.1 Basic Data

a. Our target group — 25 unemployed, single or being in formal or informal relationships,

having children.

b. Age of respondents : the average of age is 35 years. The oldest respondent is 54 years
old, the youngest — 22. The majority of people is between 31 and 40 years (11 people). In
the second place there are young people — up to 30 years old (7 people), and then — people

between 41 and 50 years of age (6 people):

Age of respondents

to 30 31-40 41-50 over 50
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Age of respondents

4%

44%

c. Sex: 25 people participated in the research (7men and 18 women).

sex of respondents

O women
B men

2%

d. Number of children : respondents have from one to six children. On average one person
has 1,68 children. The most of respondents have one child (13 people), 9 people have two
children, 2 people have three children. One respondent has six children.
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e. Age of the children : respondents’ children are at different age — from 7 months up to 20
years of age. It is characteristic of Poland that children who come of age (18 years old) don’t

leave their homes and stay with parents — it is mostly the case of those, who are studying.

1.2 LIFE SITUATION

The majority of respondents — 13 people (which is 52% of all) raise their children together
with their wife or husband. Among these, 3 people are supported by their parents, with whom
they run a household. 2 respondents bring up their children with a new partner. One person
chose the answer “other” and didn’t specify with whom he/she lives and raises children. The

rest (8 people) are sole parents:

With whom do you live besides children?
O alone

W with husband/wife

4% ;
8% 28% O with the new partner

12%
O with husband/wife and

8% m other members of the family

40% with other members
O other situation

of the family

Respondents answered the question about their present life situation. For 14 people (56%) it
is definitely not satisfactory or rather not satisfactory. 8 respondents said their life situation is
rather satisfactory. No one was completely satisfied with their situation. 3 people couldn’t

decide whether they are satisfied.
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Is your life situation satisfactory?

12%

32% o rather yes

W rather no

Ono
32%

O hard to say

24%

Respondents questioned about the reason why they were not satisfied with their life situation
very rarely decided to give one. Probably it was too personal. 4 people gave such reasons as

being unemployed, lack of income, bad housing conditions.

1.3 LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

People who participated in the research have mostly secondary education (14 people). 8
people have vocational education, 2 people — elementary. Only one person has a university

degree.
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Respondents’ education

4% g%
O elementary
32% | vocational
O secondary

0,
56% O higher

7 people are satisfied with their level of education. 13 people aren’t satisfied. 5 people don’t

have opinion about it.

We decided to research whether the satisfaction from the education is linked to the level of
education. It turns out that the higher the level of education, the less satisfactory it is for the
respondents. Most of the people who graduated from secondary school are not satisfied with

their level of education or they couldn’'t decide whether they are satisfied or not.

Regarding the common lack of satisfaction about the education level, as many as 61%
people declared they will raise their level of education. Respondents who are not satisfied
with their education were also asked whether there was something which prevents them from
taking up the further education. 85% (11 from 13) answered yes to this question. They mostly

pointed out a lack of money and the problem with providing the child care.

1.4 VOCATIONAL SITUATION

Because unemployed are our target group, none of them has a job while participating in the

research, and all of them are registered as unemployed in the job department.

Respondents were also asked whether they currently take part in some courses, which could

raise their vocational qualifications. Despite the will to take up some further education, as
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many as 20 people (80%) don't take part in any trainings. The rest participated in some
trainings — vocational training (2 people), IT- competences (1 person) and the training
raising the personal and social qualifications. Moreover one person took up two courses at

the time — the foreign language course and the specialized vocational course.

1.5 ECONOMIC SITUATION

Firstly we asked the respondents about their economic situation. The majority of them (72%)
aren't satisfied with it. The rest declared their economic situation is satisfactory. Details can
be found in the diagram:

Are you satisfied with your economic situation?
10+
8,
6,
9 9
4,
6
2,
1
o,
yes rather yes rather no no

72% of the respondents are supported financially by the other parent of their child or
children, no matter whether they are still in the relationship. 88% people also benefit from

financial support of governmental institutions (mainly a family allowance form social welfare).
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1.6 THE CARE OF THE CHILDREN

Respondents asked about the organization of taking care for the children, mostly declared
that they do it by themselves (17 people — 68%, and 14 people marked this answered as the

first one).

Nobody organizes private care for their children. 15 people (60%) leave their children under

the care of public institutions.

Many people have help from other members of the family. 16 people (64%) have chosen this
answer. Many of them decided that the members of the family are those, who help in taking

care of the children in the second place.

3 people (12%) have also help from neighbors and friends:

How do you organize the care of the children?

m Neighbours’ or friends’ help

12%

60% o Public institutions

64% (commiunitv centre

68% O Family members’ help

W | take care of them alone

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Respondents were also asked about who supports them with children’s education. 16 people
(64%) take care of the children only by themselves, and 12 of them (48%) marked this
answer as the first one. Moreover two groups of 13 people each (52%) take advantage of
help provided by public institutions (community centre, creche, kindergarten) and by other

members of the family. As many as 11 people who have help from public institutions, pointed
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out that these institutions take care of children’s education in the first place. 3 people (12%)

have help from their friends:

Who or what supports you with child  ren’s education?

W Neighbours’ or friends’ help

O Public institutions

(community centre,

O Famil bers’ he
64% c%chg,ruﬁ\ ergarten

| | take care of them alone

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

In these two cases percentages don’t sum up to 100 because respondents could choose

more than one answer.

In the summary respondents defined whether they are satisfied with the children care
situation. Apart from some problems the majority of them are satisfied. As many as 23
people (92%) are satisfied or rather satisfied. One person isn’'t satisfied and one didn't

answered the question.
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1.7 EX PARTNER'S SUPPORT (APPLYING TO PEOPLE
WHO BROKE UP WITH THE SECOND PARENT OF THE
CHILDREN)

11 people who are single parents or bring up children together with new partner or family
answered the questions concerning their relations with the second, biological parent of their
child/children.

Firstly, they were asked about the contact with the ex partner. Majority of them don't keep
any contact with the ex partner (6 from 11 people) or they do only sometimes. Only one

person (a man) declared that he maintains a regular contact with his ex partner.

Do you maintain regular contact with ex partner?

9%

o yes
m no

O Only sometimes

As far as children are concerned, the results are very similar. 6 from 11 people said that their
children keep contact their second parent only sometimes. The rest declared that their
children are out of touch with their second parent (4 from 11 people). The person who
maintains a regular contact with the ex partner declared that his child also keeps such

regular contact with the second parent.




*
S el

*
*
*

*’1"1';1.

*

* * * Institut fir inter-nationale Bildungs- und
Arbeitsmarktprojekte

Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects

Do children maintain regular contact

with the second parent?

9%

o yes
m no
55%

36% O Only sometimes

If children were in touch with their second parent, respondents were asked if the parent who
doesn't live with them supports the children’s education. It occurred that they don’t support

their children or do it only sometimes. Details can be found on the diagram:

Does ex partner support you

in children’s education?

29%

O no

H Only sometimes

71%

It's not surprising then that 80% people who don't live together with the second parent of
their child/children are not satisfied with the situation concerning the care of the children and

support of children’s education. However not all persons decided to give the reason for this
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situation. Those, who did, pointed out that the ex partner abuses alcohol (such reason was

given only by women).

1.8 SUPPORT OF THE “SOCIAL NETWORK”

By other kinds of support we mean supporting by friends, colleagues, neighbors. Only 3
people can rely on regular help from the nearest surrounding. 5 people receive such help

only sometimes. The majority don’t receive any help.

Do you receive regular help from

nearest surrounding (friends, neighbors)?

20% 12%

o yes
m no

O Only sometimes

68%

People, who receive such help regularly or from time to time, specified what kind of support
they receive. The majority of them (75%) pointed out the help with taking care of the children

(they also chose this answer as the first one).
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On the second place (62,5%) there is
Kinds of support @ help with children’s care
m financial help
11%

26%

O mental/personal support

O help in school and
educational matters
(picking up children from

classe_s?] o
B help with organization

matters (picking up
children somew here etc.)

The support the respondents are given is satisfactory for them.

1.9 SUMMARY

financial support:

When evaluating their own situation respondents pointed out the spheres which are the most

problematic. Apart from deciding which of the spheres of life are the most problematic for

them, they also grouped them into those which are more or less problematic:
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The most problematic spheres of lif

7% 7%
16% 13%

18%

39%

e

O Living standard

| Level of education

and vocational qualifications
1 Occupational situation

—employment
O Economic situation

W Childrens’ care

0 Ex partner’s support

It is therefore visible that the most problematic is the respondents’ job situation. It is not
surprising because this is the character of our target group — the unemployed. Respondents
would like to increase their level of education, but they often are unable to do that due to lack

of money. Also the economic situation is not satisfactory — this was the third pointed out

sphere of life which is problematic.
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1.10 CONCLUSIONS

The main problem — unemployment
Respondents are not satisfied with the present life situation
Respondents have mostly low level of education

Respondents have got a will to develop their vocati onal qualifications,

but they take part in special courses and trainings very rarely
Respondents are not satisfied with the economic sit uation

Respondents prefer public children care system comp ared to private help
Ex-partners don’t support their families and childr en

Respondents seldom use the social network help
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2. SPAIN — MANCOMUNIDAD DEL SURESTE

2.1 BASIC DATA

1. Our target group — 28 people, half of them unemployed; single or being in formal or

informal relationships with a person who is not the father of her children.

2. Age of respondents : the average of age is 36 years. The oldest respondent is 49 years
old, the youngest — 18. The majority of people are between 31 and 40 years (10 people)
and between 41 and 50 (10 people). In the third place there are young people — up to 30
years old (8 people):

AGE OF RESPONDENTS

0%

BTO 30
W 31-40
W 41-50
OOVER 50

35%

3. Sex: 28 people participated in the research (2 men and 26 women).

SEX OF RESPONDENTS

7%

BHWOMEN
B MEN

93%
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4. Number of children : The total number of children is 57. Respondents have from one to
four children. On average one person has 2,03 children. The most of respondents have one
child (12 people), 7 people have three children, 6 people have two children and three people

have four children.

5. Age of the children : respondents’ children are at different age — from 6 months up to 28
years of age. Most respondents’ children (25) are between 8 and 15 years old and (24)
between 6 months and 7 years old. Nine youth from 16 up to 28 live with their parents. In
Spain, like in other European countries, it is usual that children who come of age (18 years
old) don't leave their homes and stay with parents — it is mostly the case of those, who are

studying.

2.2 LIVING CONTEXT

The majority of respondents — 11 people (which is 39,28% of all) raise their children in a
household without any other adult, they are sole parents. In addition, 8 people (28,57%) are
supported by some relative, with whom they run a household and 8 people chose the answer
“other” and didn’t specify with whom he/she lives and raises children. 2 respondents bring up

their children with a new partner:
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With whom do you live besides children?
O alone

W with husband/wife

8% 4% 28% O with the new partner
12%

0O with husband/wife and

8% m alieomemberaigétbe family

40%

o eftibe damition

Regarding the question about respondents’ present life situation, for 14 people (47%) it is
definitely not satisfactory or rather not satisfactory. 5 respondents (18%) said their life
situation is “sometimes” satisfactory, whereas 4 respondents (14%) said their life situation is
“mainly” satisfactory. 3 respondents (11%) said their situation was mostly not satisfactory. 2

people (7%) were completely satisfied with their situation.

IS YOUR LIFE SITUATION SATISFACTORY?

7% 14% BYES

B MAINLY YES
50% B SOMETIMES YES
’ 18% OMOSTLY NOT

11% B NOT AT ALL

As for the reason why the respondents were not satisfied with their life situation, there are
various answers, but most of them are related to being unemployed, lack of income,

temporary jobs and bad housing conditions. A sample of answers follows:
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She needs a house to live alone with her daughter and carry on a normal life;
Forced to share house, not enough room;

Jobless; in process of separation. She has suffered physical and psychological ill-

treatment by her son's father;

She would like to live with her son in good conditions, without sharing their home with

strangers;

Single mother with no support; substandard housing conditions in a slum.

LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

Most of people who participated in the research have no qualification (35%) or they have just

finished elementary education (29%). A lower percentage of respondents finished secondary

education (14 %) and vocational training (14%). Only one person achieved high school

education and another person has a university degree.

QUALIFICATION LEVEL @ NO EDUCATION

B ELEMENTARY
4%

14%

B SECONDARY
OHIGH SCHOOL
Bl PROFESIONAL

EDUCATION
ODIPLOMA

29%

Half of the respondents are not satisfied with their level of education, whereas 17,85% are

satisfied. As many as 32,14% do not have opinion about the issue.
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A vast majority (78,94%) of people declared they were willing to rise their level of education.
Respondents who are not satisfied with their education were also asked whether there was
something which prevents them from taking up the further education: 100% answered yes to
this question. They pointed mostly at the problem with providing the care for the child and,
secondly, at the lack of money and time. Another frequent problem is the lack of linguistic

competencies as a barrier to further education.

2.4 EMPLOYMENT SITUATION

Half of respondents are unemployed (14), and 57,14% of these (8) are registered as

unemployed in the job department.

Respondents were also asked whether they currently take part in some courses, which
could raise their vocational qualifications. Despite most of them are willing to take up some
further education, as many as 67,87% of people don't take part in any training. The rest
participated in some training — vocational guiding (3 people), IT- competences (1 person),
social competences (2 people), specific professional education (2 people) and one person

took up a Spanish language course.

Regarding the respondents who were employed at the time of this research, only 9 of them
work full-time, 1 person works part-time and 6 do it sporadically. As for the kind of contract

that they have, only 2 people have a permanent contract.

Concerning their employment situation, most of respondents (67,85%) said they were not
satisfied with it, whereas 17,85% were satisfied. The reasons for not being satisfied are,
among others, the following: lack of work permit, to be jobless, too tough manual labor, low

wages, too long work day, etc.

2.5 ECONOMICAL SITUATION
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Firstly we asked the respondents about their economic situation. The majority of them (16
people) are not satisfied with it and 5 people are mostly not satisfied. Details can be found on

the diagram:

ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR
ECONOMIC SITUATION?

% 794 BYES

11% B MAINLY YES

B SOMETIMES YES
OMOSTLY NOT

B NOT AT ALL

57%

18%

87,71% of the respondents (24) are not supported financially by the other parent of their child
or children and only 17,85% (4 people) people benefit from governmental institutions

financial support.

2.6 CHILD CARE

Respondents asked about the organization of taking care for the children mostly declared
that they do it by themselves (42,15%), but they are also supported by their families
(23,55%), neighbours or friends (16,53%). Nobody organizes private care for their children

and only 10,74% leave their children under the care of public institutions:




*’1"1';1.

***

23,55%

*
*
*
*
* * * Institut fir inler-nanzlaé?wﬂg\g\g; :kr;g
Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects
HOW DO YOU ORGANISE THE CARE OF THE CHILDREN?
O TAKE CARE OF THEM
ALONE
0,
10,740 03%
B FAMILY MEMEBER'S
42,15%
16,53%

ONEIGHBOURS' OR
FRIENDS' HELP

OPUBLICINSTITUTIONS
(COMMUNITY CENTRE,
CRECHE,
KINDERGARTEN)

B NO ANSWER

Respondents were also asked about who supports them with children’s education: 40,51%
take care of the children only by themselves; 20,51% are supported by their family; 17,95%
are supported by friends o0r neighbours; 11,80% take advantage of help provided by public

institutions:
WHO OR WHAT SUPPORTS YOU WITH
CHILDREN'S EDUCATION?
Ol TAKE CARE OF THEM
ALONE
9,23% .
11,80% IEQEAPILY MEMEBER'S

17,95%

40,51%

20,51%

ONEIGHBOURS' OR
FRIENDS' HELP

OPUBLIC INSTITUTIONS
(COMMUNITY CENTRE,
CRECHE,
KINDERGARTEN)

BNO ANSWER

Respondents defined whether they are satisfied with the children care situation: The majority
of them are totally satisfied (32,14%), and mainly satisfied (21,43%), whereas 21,43% are
only sometimes or not satisfied at all. Some of their reasons are: frequent change of

residence, lack of financial means, lack of time, etc.
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2.7 SUPPORT OF THE FORMER PARTNER

Respondents were asked about the contact with the ex partner. Most of them don’t keep any
contact with the ex partner (18 from 28 people) or they do only sometimes (2).

DO YOU MAINTAIN REGULAR CONTACT
WITH EX PARTNER?

7% 26%

BYES
ENO
B ONLY SOMETIMES

67%

As far as children are concerned, the results are similar: 14 from 28 people said that their

children do not keep contact with their second parent.

DO CHILDREN MAINTAIN REGULAR
CONTACT WITH THE SECOND PARENT?

14%

BYES

ENO

BONLY SOMETIMES
ONO ANSWER

50%

If children were in touch with their second parent, respondents were asked if the parent who
doesn't live with them supports the children’s education. It occurred that they don’t support

their children or do it only sometimes. Details can be found on the diagram:
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It's not surprising then that 80% people who don't live together with the second parent of
their child/children are not satisfied at all with the situation concerning the care of the children
and support of children’s education. The main reasons for this situation are: the father hardly

has any contact with his child, nor he supports financially, etc.

2.8 VIIl. SUPPORT OF THE “SOCIAL NETWORK”

By support of the social we mean supporting by friends, colleagues, neighbors. A significant
number of respondents (12) can rely on regular help from the nearest surrounding. However,

9 people don't receive any help and 7 receive such help only sometimes.

DO YOU RECEIVE REGULAR HELP FROM
NEAREST SURROUNDING?

25%

43% BYES
ENO
B ONLY SOMETIMES

32%

People, who receive such help regularly or from time to time, specified what kind of support
they receive: 36,36% pointed out the help with taking care of the children. On the second
place (28,76%) there is psychological support; thirdly, the organizational support (12,49%);
financial support (12,07%) and finally educative matters (10,31%).
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12%
10%

29%

KINDS OF SUPPORT

37%

12%

OHELP WITH CHILDREN'S
CARE

B FINANCIAL HELP

OMENTAL/PERSONAL
SUPPORT

OHELP IN SCHOOL AND
EDUCATIONAL MATTERS
(PICHING UP CHILDREN
FROM CLASSES)

B HELP WITH ORGANIZATION
MATTERS (PICKING UP
CHILDREN SOMEW HERE,
ETC)

Concerning their level of satisfaction on this issue, most of them answered they were

satisfied (7 people) or mainly satisfied (8 people).

2.9 EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION

When evaluating their own situation respondents pointed out the spheres which are the most
problematic: firstly, their education/qualification level; and secondly their living context:

18%

14%
7%

11%

THE MOST PROBLEMATIC SPHERES OF LIFE

21%

4%

B LIVING CONTEXT

B EDUCATION LEVEL

B EMPLOYMENT SITUATION

O ECONOMIC SITUATION

B CHILD CARE

O SUPPORT OF THE

FORMER PARTNER

B SUPPORT OF THE
“SOCIAL NETWORK
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2.10 CONCLUSIONS

The main problems identified by the respondents are their poor economic
situation, unemployment or temporary jobs and subst andard housing

conditions.

Respondents’ qualification level is rather low: mos t of them have no

qualification or they have just elementary educatio n.

Respondents have got a will to develop their vocati onal qualifications, but they
rarely take part in special courses and training. T he reasons are mainly the need
of time and money and the necessity to attend their children, but the lack of

basic linguistic competences is also a cause that h inders further qualification.

Respondents are not satisfied with the working cond itions: most contracts are

temporary or they are sporadic jobs.

Respondents themselves are the main responsible for the care of their children

and ex-partners don’t support their families and ch ildren.
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3.SPAIN - PROBENS

3.1 Basic Data

For the Spanish partner PROBENS 12 women answered the questionnaire. The statistics

show the following profiles of the women:

number of participants sorted by age
6
5
4
3
m number
2
1
. I o .
<30 31-40 41-50 =50 Age of single mother
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3.2 Living Context

The living context of the 12 women is as follows: Two women lived together with another
adult, one woman with 3 adults and one woman with 4 adults. In all cases these adults have
been mothers or parents, none of them was living with a new partners. Five women had one
child in their household, four women had two children in their household and one woman had
four children in her household. Two women answered that the living context is “not at all”

satisfying for her, five answered “sometimes yes”, one woman “mainly yes” and one woman

yes”.
As reasons for the not completely satisfying situation the women mentioned:

My husband is in the prison, and | have no money.

I’'m alone.

I'm alone, the father of my child is coming only for visits; it is not easy, | have a lot of
obligations, the money, ...

It is necessary to prepare lot of thinks at home

Not sufficient ingress

3.3 Education / Qualification Level

Five of the interviewed women hat only an elementary school degree, four had a secondary
school degree, one a high school degree, two a professional education and one a diploma.
Five women mentioned that they are satisfied with their educational level, but six are not
satisfied. Four of these women are interested to improve their degree and the fifth didn't
know. Only four women answered that there is nothing that hinders her to increase her
educational level; seven mentioned a lack of time and also seven a lack of money. Two

women mentioned problems with child care and one other problems.
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3.4 Employment Situation

10 of the 12 interviewed women were working, six of these women in a full-time job, three in
a part-time job and one from time-to-time. Seven women had an unlimited contract, two a
limited one (from which one had a chance of a new contract or prolongation) and one person
was working as a freelancer/ entrepreneur. Three women mentioned that they are currently

taking part in professional qualification programmes.

3.5 Employment Situation

6 women answered that their current work correspond to their educational/ qualification level.
Five answered “not at all” and one “sometimes yes”. Seven women think that the
employment situation is satisfying or mainly satisfying for them. Three mention explicit that it
is “not at all” satisfying. The following reasons were mentioned:

1. Because the salary is very low.

2. Low salary and hard work.

3. I'm Spanish teacher in France, sometimes the group is better, sometimes worse.

4. Too much time to stand up, all day the hands in the water, ...

3.6 Economical Situation

None of the women answered that her economical situation is satisfying!!! Only two mention
“sometimes yes”, three answered “mostly not” and seven answered “not at all”. Only four of
the women got allowances of the fathers, seven not!! Six women got financial benefits from

the government, six women not.
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3.7 Child Care

Eight of the women answered that they take the own responsibility to take care of the
children. Eight women use the support of family members, one also the help of neighbours or
friends. Only one woman uses public child care and one woman private child care. Similar
answers were given with respect to the support in school and education matters of the
children: 9 of the women take the own responsibilities, 6 get support of family members, one
from neighbours or friends, one from private child care and one from public child care. Five
women think that the child care situation is satisfying for them, four women answered
“sometimes yes”, two women “mostly not” and two women “not at all’. The women who

answered that they are not satisfied the following reasons were mentioned:

1. I'miss my husband and to share the children education with him.
2. I'd like to take the child care myself.

3. I'm sad.

»

| can’t give the adequate attention

3.8 Support of the Former Partner

Four women have regular contacts to the former partners, two only sometimes and six
women don't have regular contacts. In seven cases the father has regular contacts to the
children, but only three of them support the mother in terms of the education and care of the
children. Six women think that this situation is “not at all” satisfying for them, one thinks
“mostly not”, three “sometimes yes” and only one women is satisfied. As reasons for the not

satisfying situation they mention:

He doesn’t concern on his children.

He has another family; this forces a complicated economical situation, he doesn’t
want to give more money.

Sometimes the children don’t look at their father.
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He goes out with the child, he comes back when he wants, and he doesn’t pay the

subsistence.

3.9 Support of the “Social Network”

Only three women have regular support from their own “social network”, six women only
sometimes and three women have no support. In most cases (6 answers) this is personal/
mental support, in four cases it is child cares and support in school matters, in two cases
organisation support and in two cases financial support. Three women are satisfied with the

support of their social network and three women mainly yes.

3.10 Evaluation of the Situation

With regard to the whole evaluation of their situation the participants of PROBENS saw the

economic situation as the main problematic sphere, followed by the employment situation.
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4. GERMANY — Praxis GmBH
4.1 Basic Data

Target group: Our target group are 17 single parents

Age of respondents: The mean age is 25,5 years, the oldest respondent is 43 years old, and

the youngest is 20. The majority of the people are between 20 and 28 years (16 people)

Age
12
10
10
8
6
6 -
4
2 1
0 ]
0 T T T
to 20 20-25 26-30 over 30

Sex: 17 people participated in the research (15 female and 2 male)

Number of children: The respondents have one or two children. The most of them have one
child (14) three of them have two children.
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Number of children

16
14
12
10

O N b O ®

one child two children

Age of children: The respondents' children are at different age — from one year up to 12
years. The majority of the children are up to 6 years old (18)

Age of children

20
18
16
14
12
10

o N b O @

to 1 year 1-6years 7 - 10 years over 10 years

4.2 Living Context

Most of the respondents assess the situation relevant to their living context as mainly
satisfying. Only for one people the situation is mostly not satisfying.
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Is your life situation satisfying for you?

Yes Mainly yes Sometimes yes Mostly not Not at all

Respondents questioned about the reason why they were not satisfied with their life situation
although the situation is mainly resp. sometimes satisfying for them. The reasons are:

To be short of time (4)

Stress (2)

Education problems

No qualification

Little money

Little time for interpersonal needs

Little help for single mothers in education

Sometimes it is not easy to manage everything alone, because there are many
different problems
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4.3 Level of education and qualification

People who participated in the research have mostly (9) secondary school as highest school

degree, five of them have elementary school and three of them have no school degree.

Highest school degree

0 0

Elementary Secondary High School Diploma No Education
School School

8 people are satisfied with their level of education and 8 are not. One has no opinion about it.

From those who are not satisfied were all interested to improve their degree, one of them

who are satisfied also wants to improve herself and adapt competences.
4.4 Employment situation

13 people are working and three are unemployed. 4 people are currently in qualification:

Professional orientation (1)
Programmes/Modules to train social competences (2)
Specific professional education (1)

From those respondents who are working 5 work full-time and 8 part-time.




***

*
* x
* *
* *
*

* * * Institut fir inter-nationale Bildungs- und
Arbeitsmarktprojekte

Institute for inter-national Education and Labour Market
Projects

Only two persons have a permanent contract, mostly they have a limited contract (11) and

little chance for a new contract or prolongation (4).
For 100% does the current work co-respond to their education/qualification level.

For the majority the employment situation is satisfying (10) — none of the respondents says,

that the situation is not resp. mostly not satisfying.

Is the employment situation satisfying for you?
12
10
10 -
8
6 i
4
2
2 1
1] 0 0
0 ‘
Yes Mainly yes  Sometimes yes Mostly not Not at all

4.5 Economic situation

The answers to the question about their economic situation were very different. They belong
from 'yes, the situation is satisfying for me' to 'not at all' — details can be found on the
diagram:
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Is your economical situation satisfying for you?

0 ‘
Yes Mainly yes Sometimes yes Mostly not Not at all

Only 36% of the respondents are financially supported by the other parent of their

child/children. 70% gets financial benefits from the government.
4.6 The care of the children

The respondents were asked how they organize the child care, they could give more than

one answer and should numerate the answers in order of the most used alternative.

All the respondents declared at first alternative that they do it by themselves. 10 respondents
use private child care as second alternative and 4 respondents use private child care as third

alternative. Nobody has support of family members or neighbours or friends.

Only one respondent answered the question who mainly takes the role to support the

children in school and education matters (half preschool / half self).

Probably the respondents didn't answer because their children are not yet in school.
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Apart from some problems the majority of the respondents is satisfied with the child care
situation:

Is the child care situation satisfying for you?

Yes Mainly yes Sometimes Mostly not Not at all
yes

4.7 Support from the Former Partner

Most of the respondents have regular contacts to the father/mother of the child (10)

Are there regular contacts to your ex-partner
(father/mother of the child)

Yes Only sometimes No
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But only 7 respondents answered the question about the regular contacts of the ex-partner to
the children with 'yes'. It seems that having contact with the father/mother of the children not
necessarily entails contact between father/mother and children.

Are there regular contacts of the ex-partner
(father/mother of the children) to your children?

o Fr N W b 00O N

Yes Onlysometimes No

Only 8 respondents have support from the former partners in terms of education and care of
children. But mostly this support is not satisfying for the respondents.
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Regarding the support of your former partner:
Is the situation satisfying for you?
3,5
3 3
34
2,5 -
2
2
1,5
1
0,5 -
0 0
0
Yes Mainly yes Sometimes Mostly not Not at all
yes

The respondents give different reasons for their discontent with the situation:
The father is not responsible for the child
The father doesn't want to accept responsibility for the child
The father is trustless
There are too many differences in education
The father has no desire
The father spoiled the child too much
The father does everything differently than | do

4.8 Support of the 'Social Network'

With 'Social Network' we mean the support from friends, neighbours, colleagues etc. Most of

the respondents have regular support from their 'Social Network':
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Do you have regular support from
your own 'Social Network'?

Yes Only sometimes No

People, who receive such help regularly or sometimes, specified what kind of support they

receive. The respondents could choose more than one answer.

Kinds of support

@ Child care

[l Supportin school an
education matters

42% 1 Organisationally support

(driving the children
somewhere, etc.)

O Financial support

W Personal/Mental support

For most of the respondents the support is satisfying (7) or mainly satisfying (2).
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Is the support of your 'Social Network' satisfying

you?
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Yes Mainly yes Sometimes Mostly not
yes

for

Not at all

4.9 Evaluation of the situation

When evaluating their own situation respondents pointes out the spheres which are the most

problematic. They could give more than one answer and should numerate the answers in

order of the most problematic fields.
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The most problematic spheres of life

3% 13%
22%
9%
9% 13%
31%

@ Living context

m Education/Qualification level

O Employment situation

O Economic situation

m Child care

@ Support from the former partner /father/mother of the children)
m Support from the 'Social Network'

It is therefore visible that the most problematic field is the economic situation. Our target
group are single parents so this is not surprising, because with only one income it is difficult

to support a family.

The second problematic field is the lack of support by the father/mother of the children.

4.10 CONCLUSIONS

The main problem is the economic situation

The support from the former partners (father/mother of the children) is not

satisfying
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5. FRANCE - ADCAVL

5.1 BASIC DATA

16 persons who are salaried by our organisation in the frame of their social and
professional integration programme;

14 are men and 2 are women;

All of them are parents or single-parents;

8 of them are men, living apart from the mother of their children and who are not in
charge or only sometimes for the education of their children;

3 men are living with their family;

3 people are single-parents (2 women and 1 man) who are completely (or nearly
completely) alone responsible of the child care.

2 men are living with their own children (or a part of their children) together with a new

partner.

The majority of people interviewed are between 31 and 40 years (8 people, 50%). In second

place, 31% of people are aged between 41 and 50 years old. The oldest person is 54 years

old. The youngest is 28 years old. On average, our target group is 42,3 years old.
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Age of participants

60%

50%
50% -

40% -
31%

30% -

20%
13%

10% 6%
0% | l

to 30 31-40 41-50 over 50

c) Sex: 14 people who took part to this research are men.

Sex of participants

13%

Owomen
Emen

88%

d) Number of children

Participants have from one to six children. On average, one person has 2,6 children.
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8 persons have 1 child (62%) ; 2 people have 2 children ; 1 person has 3 children ; 3 people

have 4, one person has 5 children and one person has 6.

e) Age of children

Participants’ children are at different age (baby, children, teenagers or young adults). We
must precise that all the young adults didn't live with the parent who was interviewed for this
research (for many reasons: studies, own professional life or they lived together with the

other parent).

28,2 % of these children are less than 5 years old

25 % are aged between 5 and 10 years old

18 % are teenagers aged between 11 and 15 years old
13 % are youngsters aged between 15 and 20 years old

15 % are young adults (more than 20 years old)

Age of children

more than 20 | ‘| 15,38%
16 to 20 | [ 12,82%
11to 15 | | 17,95%
05to 10 | ‘ | 25,64%
less than 5 | | 28,21%

0,00% 5,00% 10,00% 15,00% 20,00% 25,00% 30,00%
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5.2 LIFE SITUATION

As we've noted in the presentation of the target group, a big majority of people interviewed
are separated of their wife / husband. Only 18% of the members of our target group raise

their children with their wife. Concerning the other:

17% live alone and with their children (single-parents): 3 persons

12% raise their children with a new partner: 2 persons

23% live alone and are sometimes in charge of their children (for the week end or
holidays): 4 persons

12% live alone and are not in charge of their children: 2 persons

12% live with a new partner and are sometimes in charge of their children

6 % are living with a new partner but are not in charge of their children

With whom do you live besides children?

Oalone with my children

B with husband / wife and my
children

Owith a new partner and my children

12% 17%

Owith husbdand / wife and other
members of family

B with other members of family

0
23% 18%

Oalone, don't have in charge the

12% 0% 12% children

W alone, have sometimes the charge
of children

Owith a new partner, don't have in
charge the children

Hwith a new partner, have
sometimes in charge my children
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Concerning their satisfaction:

For 3 of them, this situation is satisfying.

4 people consider that their situation is mainly satisfying.

For 6 people, their situation is sometimes satisfying.

2 persons said that they are mostly not satisfied of their life situation.

1 person isn't at all satisfied (a part of his family is still living in Marocco).

Is your life situation satisfying?

13% 6% 19%

Oyes

H mainly yes
Osometimes yes
O mostly not

HEnot at all

Most of them express their loneliness or their suffering to not see their children and share
their daily life.

5.3 LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATION

An important majority of people interviewed for this analysis has vocational / professional
education (10 persons). 13 % (2 people) has an elementary level (specific school). 13 %
people have a secondary level (junior high school). Only one person has a higher education
(after “baccaleuréat”).
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So most of the people of our organisation have a low-level education and have integrated a

vocational way in order to prepare themselves for a “manual” profession.

Every people went to school, in France or in their origin’s country.

Level of Education

Oelementary

7% 0% 13% E secondary (junior high
school)

13% O high school

Ovocational / professional
education

W higher education

0%

67%

Edno school

Few of them get a diploma (3 persons): 2 people have a vocational diploma, 1 person has a
higher diploma.

Moreover, one of them is considered as illiterate (even if he went in a specific school).

Two people are identified in the category “FLE” (Francais Langue Etrangére). These men

come from Marocco and don't have a satisfied French practice.
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If the reached level is satisfying ?

19%

OYes
H No
56% O1 don't know

25%

For 56 % of the people interviewed, this level is mostly satisfying. 4 persons are not satisfied

by their level of education because they want to rise to a more qualified job.

3 people don’t know really if this situation is satisfying or not... (they are not really satisfied
but they don’t imagine a possibility to accede to a better or other situation).

At the question, are you interested to improve your degree? 10 people (62%) answer mostly

no and 5 of them express their wish to improve it (training...).

These results can mean that these people have in a certain way “accepted” their situation

and try to do with it in their daily and professional life.

5.4 EMPLOYMENT SITUATION

All the people of our target group are in process of social and professional integration. They
have a specific statute in our organisation: indeed these people are salaried in the frame of
work’s contract for which ADCAVL receives a financial support from Government (part-time

low-paid work for the long-term unemployed or youngsters aged less than 26).
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In ADCAVL, they are currently in qualification:

within our organisation, all of them receive a technical training (in the frame of their
daily work) and train social competences

7 of them are more particularly in Professional orientation

1 person took part in a specific programme to train social competences ant IT

competences

ADCAVL is working with other local organisations in order to develop common training

courses concerning different topics and fields (technical courses, social competences, writing

and French learning, behaviours and preparation to integrate labour market...).

Does your current work correspond to your education /
qualification level?

6% 0%

OYes

B Mainly yes
Osometimes yes
O mostly not
Enot at all

31%

38%

For 63% of the people interviewed, their actual situation corresponds to their
education / qualification level (25% yes and 38% mainly yes).

31% of people consider that the situation is not really in correspondence with their
education level (some of them were in better situation in the past).

For one person, this situation doesn’'t mostly correspond to his qualification degree.
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8 people (50%) said that this situation is mostly satisfying because they had more
difficulties before, so for them it's a possibility to improve their economical situation, to

have a current activity, to have some opportunities for learning process, to be

supported in their daily life.

For 7 people, this situation is sometimes satisfying. For them, they want to get a

better job with more qualification.

5.5 ECONOMICAL SITUATION

Is your economical situation satisfying for you ?

0
6% 0%

19%

75%

OYes

B Mainly yes

O sometimes yes
O mostly no

H not at all

For 75% of people interviewed, their economical situation is not very satisfying... better than

before but not enough to improve really their life level.

19% people aren’t mostly satisfied because they have very important financial difficulties.

1 person is not at all satisfied (because he had to send some money to his wife and his child

who live in Marocco).
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Only three of them have in charge the child care, 2 are getting allowances from the father of

their children.

All of them are getting financial benefits from the government (for accommodation, family
allowance, health...). These financial supports are really important to help them in their daily

life, and characteristic of the French social system which is very developed.

5.6 CHILD CARE

Concerning the organization of the childcare :

for 50% of the respondents, they do it themselves and marked this answer as the first
one.

50 % have not the permanent childcare because they are separated of the mother of
their children: so we can consider that they are a “punctual” support for the mother.

Nobody organizes private care for their children.

7 people (43 %) leave their children under the care of public institutions.
The same proportion has a support from other members of the family (for 4 people it's
the second answer, for 3 of them the third).

4 people (25%) have also help from neighbors and friends.
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How do you organize the care of the children ?
‘ @ | haven't the permanent
50,00% childcare
_ 25.00% W neigbours/ friends
L 43,75% 00 Members family
43,75%
O public care (créeche, halte-
garderie, PMI, etc)
50,009 W private child care
w w @ own responsability
0,00% 20,00% 40,00% 60,00%

Respondents were also asked about who supports them with children’s education (school).

Who or what supports you with the child education ( scool)?

‘ mdon't support their child in
37,50% scool/education

- 6,25% m neigbours/ friends

O Members family

56/25%
O public care (soutien scolaire,

périscolaire, etc.):

56/25% | M private child care:

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ @ own responsability
0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00%
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VIl. PARTNER’S SUPPORT (APPLYING TO PEOPLE WHO
" #$%8& %& ()" )% %& (&$+* )

12 people of our target group who are single parents or bring up children together with new
partner or family answered the questions concerning their relations with the second,
biological parent of their child/children.

Firstly, they were asked about the contact with the ex partner. Majority of them don't keep
any contact with the ex partner (6 from 12 people) or they do only sometimes (4 of them). 2

persons declared that they have kept a regular contact with their ex partner.

Do you have any contact with ex?

25,00%
1 Not concerned
25,00% .
1 O Only sometimes
mYes
12,50%
0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00%

The proportions concern all the target group.
Concerning the contact between the ex and the children:

for 2 of them, their ex has no contact with the children (they are not supported by the
ex)

for 2 people, their children have few contacts with their ex
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7 of them are the “irregular” parents so they have themselves very punctual contacts
with their own children.

4 of them are not concerned by the question (because they live with the parent of the child).

For the people who have the permanent care of the child, they are not satisfied with the

situation concerning the support of their ex.

For the others, because they are not the “permanent” parent of their children, they didn’t

answer to the question.
5.7 SUPPORT OF THE “SOCIAL NETWORK?”

Concerning the support of “social network” (friends, colleagues, neighbours), 14 people (so
the big majority) declared that they have a punctual support (only sometimes) of the nearest
surrounding.

People, who receive such help specified what kind of support they receive.

- For the big majority of them (75%), it's mental/personal support:

- On the second place (25%)), it's a financial support

Kind of support?

75,00%
m personnal and moral support
25% . .
Ofinancial support
1 18,75% O organisationnal support

m school care
= child care

0,00% 20,00% 40,00% 60,00% 80,00%

The support the respondents are given is satisfactory for them.
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5.8 EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION

When they evaluate their own situation, respondents pointed out the spheres which are the

most problematic.

- 8 people (50%) declared that the economical situation is the most problematic
sphere
- for 5 of them, it's the professional situation; this sphere is the second main problem
for 5 people and the third for 7.
For very few people, the child care is not identified as the main problem. But we have to point
the specific composition of our target group (in the very big majority the people of our
organization are men who are divorced or separated, and don’t have the permanent care of
the children).
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6. RESUME

A direct and quantitative comparison of the situation and needs of the participants in the

different partner countries is not possible due to the different profiles of the participants which

took part in the interviews. For example: The German partner had mainly younger

participants with younger children as other partners; all participants from the Polish partner

were unemployed; all participants from the French partners were working in the reintegration

programs of ADCAVL, etc. Because of the different profiles the spheres of the personal

situation (employment situation, financial situation etc.) had different priorities to the

participants.

But, nevertheless, the needs analysis gave an important insight into the multifactorial set of

problems which especially single parents and their children are affected with:

The level of overall satisfaction with regard to the personal situation is in most cases
very low: either it is especially the economic situation or the employment sphere
which presses the participants a lot. But in addition the answers and short narrative
results show that it is especially the alone responsibility, the loneliness and the

excessive demand caused by managing alone all tasks of working, child and
education care, house care, etc. which is a main source of dissatisfaction and

growing depression among the target group.

It seems that especially single parents are in a vicious circle : because of their lack
of time and resources they cannot invest extensively in improving their qualifications,
even if the motivation and willingness is mostly quiet high. But the low qualification
keeps them in low paid, limited and sporadic employment. This forces again their

economic pressures.....
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In order to break the vicious circle of single parents and fight against loneliness and

excessive demand there is special support necessary:

0 Better and continuous public support services:

Public child care needs to be extended quantitatively and qualitatively in all
countries and needs to be free of charge. In general, the target groups need
more educational care, support in school matters of the children, etc. so that
the target group themselves but also their children have better employment

and career chances in the future.

More moderated support for the target group by prof essionals

The target group needs more individual counselling (with psychological
elements), the implementation of self-help groups, the support by experts and
counsellors to develop individual activity plans, etc. and to work against
loneliness and depression which hinders to improve the own life situation. This
would allow on the one side the exchange and mutual support with other
single parents, on the other side it improves the self-reflection, support and

help to manage the own life.

Better conditions for work-life-balancing

The target group needs better conditions to combine work and family life.
Therefore more effort is needed to consult employers about the special needs
of single parents and how to develop and implement individual work-
schedules. Better conditions would improve directly the life situation in terms

of the employment and economic situation of single parents.
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ANNEX:
Questionnaire to the participants of the target gro up

The following questionnaire was the basic instrument to find out the result described in the
research report.

Fighting for education — (singel) parents’ and chil drens
needs

First Questionnaire

|. Basic Data

AGE.
SEX: e
Number of Children | e e e

Age of Children: |

[I. Living Context

How many people are Number of adults:
living apart from you in

your household? Number of children:

If there are adults in your New partner
household, please explain
the relation to these

persons: Other

Family member or relatives (mother, father, aunt, etc.)

Regarding your living Yes
context: Is the situation
satisfying for you? Mainly yes
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Sometimes yes
Mostly not

Not at all

If the situation is not
satisfying for you: Can you
give us some reasons?

[ll. Education / Qualifiction Level

Please explain your
highest school degree

Elemantary School
Secondary School
High School

Professional Education (Professional School or
apprenticeship etc.)

Diploma

No Education

Regarding your Yes
education/ qualification
level: Is the reached No
level satisfying for you?

| don’t know
If not, are you Yes
interested to improve
your degree? No

| don’t know
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Is there anything what
hinders you to increase

your education level?

Yes

No

| don't know
Lack of time
Lack of money

Problems with child care

Other,:
IV. Employment Situation
Yes
Are you working? No
If not: Are you Yes
unemployed?
No
Are you currently in Yes
gualification?
No

If yes: What kind of
gualification programme
you are taking part?

Professional Orientation
Programmes/ Modules to train social competencies
Programmes/ Modules to train IT-compentencies

Programmes/ Modules to train language competencies
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Specific professional education/ programmes

If you are working: Do
you work ...

Full-time
Part-time

Only sometimes, from time to time

What kind of contract do
you have?

Permanent contract

Limited contract

When does your contract
expire?

Do you have the chance for a new contract/
prolongation?
- Yes
No
Maybe
I am working as a freelancer/enterpreneur

V. Employment Situation

Does your current work
correspond to your
education/ qualification

Yes
Mainly yes

Sometimes yes

you?

level?
Mostly not
Not at all
Regarding your Yes
employment situation: Is
the situation satisfying for Mainly yes

Sometimes yes
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Mostly not
Not at all
If the situation is NOt | oo e
satisfying for you: Can
you glve US Some ..................................................
reasons?
VI. Ecomical Situation
Yes
Is your economical Mainly yes

situation satisfying for you?
Sometimes yes

Mostly not
Not at all
Do you get allowances Yes
from the father/mother of
your children? No
Do you get any financial Yes

benefits from the
government? No
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VII. Child Care

How do you organize the
child care? You can give
more then one answer.
Please numerate your
answers, beginning with 1.
as the most used
alternative....

Own responsibility to take care of the chilren
Private Child Care

Public Child Care

Support of family members

Support of neighbours or friends

Other,....

Who takes mainly the role
to support your children in
their school and education
matters? You can give
more then one answer.
Please numerate your
answers, beginning with 1.
as the most used
alternative....

Own responsibility to take care of the chilren
Private Child Care

Public Child Care

Support of family members

Support of neighbours or friends

Other,....
Regarding your child care Yes
situation: Is the situation
satisfying for you? Mainly yes

Sometimes yes
Mostly not

Not at all
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If the situation is not
satisfying for you: Can you
give us some reasons?

VIIIl. Support of the Former Partner

Are there regular contacts
to you ex-partner (father/
mother of the children)?

Yes
No

Only sometimes

Are there regular contacts
of the ex-partner (father/
mother of the children) to
your children?

Yes
No

Only sometimes

If yes or sometimes: Does
your former partner
support you in terms of
education and care of your
children?

Yes
No

Only sometimes

Regarding the support of
your former partner: Is the
situation satisfying for you?

Yes
Mainly yes
Sometimes yes

Mostly not
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Not at all

If the situation IS N0t | oo
satisfying for you: Can you
glve US Some reasons? ..................................................

IX. Support of the “Social Network”

Do you have regular Yes
support from your own
“social network” (e. g. No
friends, neighbours,
collegues, etc.)? Only sometime
If yes or sometimes, what Child Care
kind of support do you use
from your “social network™? Support in school and education matters
You can give more then
one answer. Please Organizational Support (driving childrens somewhere,
numerate your answers, etc. )
beginning with 1. as the
most used alternative.... Financial Support

Personal/Mental Support

Regarding the support of Yes

your “social network”™: Is

the situation satisfying for Mainly yes
you?

Sometimes yes
Mostly not

Not at all

If the situation IS N0t | oo
satisfying for you: Can you
gIVG US Some reasonsf) ..................................................
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X. Evaluation of the Situation

If you look on the above
discussed life conditions,
which are the most
problematic fields for you?

You can give more then
one answer. Please

numerate your answers,
beginning with 1. as the
most used alternative....

Living context

Education/ Qualification level
Employment Situation
Economic Situation

Child Care

Support of the former partner

Support of the “social network

Thank you for your parti

$
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